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Sometimes it seems easy to offer praise to the Lord.  There are times, however, when all of us do not “feel” like praising the Lord.


It is then that we must encourage ourselves in the Lord.  We must remember where we came from and realize afresh what we have in Christ which is “All things that pertain to live and godliness…”(II Peter 1:3).


If we consciously will take our eyes off our situation and look to Jesus, then we can offer a “sacrifice” of praise.  Praise is a conscious effort of our will and mind to express appreciate and give honor and glory to God.


When our praise becomes an involuntary expression of joy and adoration, then we have moved from praise into the realm of worship.  What is needed for us to move from praise into worship?
REALIZATION OF GOD’S GREATNESS AND LOVE


“For he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him, (Heb 11:6).


Our eyes must be taken off our situation and we must look to the almighty God, the Creator of the universe who came down to give us live more abundantly.


“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…,”(John 3:16).  There is nothing left for God to give us.  He has given all to us.  He loves us more than we could ever understand.

REMEMBERING WHAT WE WERE


We were wreched, miserable, lost in sin, unclean, and walking according to the course of this world as a child of the devil.

APPRECIATING WHAT HE HAS DONE


When we remember what we came from then we can appreciate what God has done.  “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” (Rom. 5:8).


We were “servants of sin,” but now we are the “servants of righteousness,” (Rom 6:17-18).  We were unacceptable to God but now “He has made us accepted in the Beloved,” (Eph. 1:6).


We don’t have to struggle to live the Christian life, but “we are more than conquerors,” (Rom. 8:37).


Satan used to have power over us, but now God has “raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” (Eph. 2:6).  We are now “in Christ” and God hath set Him “in the heavenly places.  Far above all principalities, and power, and might, and dominion,” (Eph. 1:20-21).

JOYOUSLY AWAIT WHAT HE WILL DO FOR US


If God never did another thing for us, but save us and forgive us, that would be sufficient to praise and thank Him throughout eternity.  However, we have many promises and blessings that await us now and in the days to come.  We are not left to our own strength to live a Christian life, but “we are His workmanship…,” (Eph. 2:10).


We are not responsible to use our own strength to do God’s will, but we can fear the Lord and realize that “it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13).


There is no trial or temptation in life that we cannot face.  We can walk in Godliness and do what is right in every situation because “His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life an godliness,” (II Pet. 1:30).


If we will always seek more of the Lord, then we will never fail or backslide: “Add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge…If ye do these things ye shall never fail,” (II Pet. 1:5-10).


If we lean on our own strength and ability we will fall, but if we lean on His strength and ability, we will never fall.  “He is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless…,” (Jude 24).  He not only saved us but is saving and will continue to save us.  “looking unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our faith,” (Heb. 12:2).


When our minds and hearts are renewed by the3 living Word and the Holy Spirit, then our words and lives will be WORSHIP unto God in Spirit and in truth!
Majesty, worship His majesty;

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise;

Majesty, Kingdom authority;

Flow from His thrown unto His own,

His anthem raise;

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus,

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, The King

Majesty, worship His majesty;

Jesus who died, now glorified,

King of all kids.     –Jack Hayford
